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PROTECTING YOUR PROPERTY FROM SOIL EROSION

Best Management Practices (BMPs) for Post-Fire
Runoff, Erosion and Sediment Control

Many property owners in Orange County are concerned about the risk of mudslides and
flooding during the upcoming wet season. Planning ahead and installing erosion and
sediment control BMPs will go a long way to prevent property damage.

The installation of runoff, erosion and sediment control measures will provide interim
protection for developed areas from the first runoff-producing rains following a fire. These
measures, also known as Best Management Practices (BMPs) are those practices that can
be implemented using available work force crews (primarily manual labor) and focus on
sediment and debris control. These measures are intended to provide practical, preliminary
protection.

The County of Orange has compiled a list of BMPs that can be implemented by property
owners immediately after a fire when rains are imminent. The description, installation and
operation of these practices are adapted from the California Stormwater BMP Handbook

(www.cabmphandbooks.com) developed by the California Stormwater Quality Association
(CASQA):

Fiber Rolls (straw, flax or other materials)
Gravel Bag Berm

Sand Bag Barrier

Geotextiles and Mats (Erosion Control Blankets)

One of the most appropriate BMPs following a wildfire is preservation of existing
vegetation. Whether burned or unburned, the roots of vegetation hold the soil together.
Tree removal activities in the fall and winter following a fire will disturb soil at a time of
the year when it is most vulnerable to erosion. Unless trees or shrubs post an imminent
hazard to health and safety, it 1s recommended that property owners leave them in place.

It is also important that property owners who wish to implement BMPs have an
understanding of how to properly install and maintain them.

Additional information regarding post-fire erosion and sediment control measures can be
found at the following websites:

San Diego Regional Water Quality Control Board
www.waterboards.ca.gov/sandiego/misc/Firestorm2007/wildfires- 2007.html

Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/santaana/html/fire assistance.html




Fiber Rolls

SE-5

Description and Purpose

A fiber roll consists of straw, flax, or other similar materials
bound into a tight tubular roll. When fiber rolls are placed at
the toe and on the face of slopes, they intercept runoff, reduce
its flow velocity, release the runoff as sheet flow, and provide
removal of sediment from the runoff. By interrupting the
length of a slope, fiber rolls can also reduce erosion.

Suitable Applications
Fiber rolls may be suitable:

m  Alongthe toe, top, face, and at grade breaks of exposed and
erodible slopes to shorten slope length and spread runoff as
sheet flow

m  Atthe end of a downward slope where it transitions to a
steeper slope

m  Alongthe perimeter of a project
m  Ascheck dams in unlined ditches
m  Down-slope ofexposed soil areas
m  Around temporary stockpiles

Limitations
m Fiber rolls are not effective unless trenched

Objectives

EC Erosion Confrol
SE  Sediment Control
TR Tracking Control

WE Wind Erosion Control

NS Non-Stormwater
Management Control

Waste Management and
Materials Pollution Control

X [

WM

Legend:
4| Primary Objective
[ Secondary Objective

Targeted Constituents

Sediment 4]
Nutrients

Trash

Metals

Bacteria

Oil and Grease

Organics

Potential Alternatives

SE-1 Silt Fence

SE-6 Gravel Bag Berm
SE-8 Sandbag Barrier
SE-9 Straw Bale Barrier
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SE-5 Fiber Rolls

m  Fiberrolls at the toe of slopes greater than 5:1 (H:V) should be a minimum of 20 in.
diameter or installations achieving the same protection (i.e. stacked smaller diameter fiber
rolls, ete.).

m Difficult to move once saturated.

m [f not properly staked and trenched in, fiber rolls could be transported by high flows.
m  Fiber rolls have a very limited sediment capture zone.

m  Fiber rolls should not be used on slopes subject to creep, slhumping, or landslide.

Implementation
Fiber Roll Materials
m  Fiber rolls should be either prefabricated rolls or rolled tubes of erosion control blanket.

Assembly of Field Rolled Fiber Roll
m  Roll length of erosion control blanket into a tube of minimum 8 in. diameter.

m  Bind roll at each end and every 4 ft along length of roll with jute-type twine.

Installation
m  Locate fiber rolls on level contours spaced as follows:

- Slope inclination of 4:1 (H:V) or flatter: Fiber rolls should be placed at a maximum
interval of 20 ft.

- Slope inclination between 4:1 and 2:1 (H:V): Fiber Rolls should be placed at a maximum
interval of 15 ft. (a closer spacing is more effective).

- Slope inclination 2:1 (H:V) or greater: Fiber Rolls should be placed at a maximum
interval of 10 ft. (a closer spacing is more effective).

m  Turn the ends of the fiber roll up slope to prevent runoff from going around the roll.

m  Stake fiber rolls into a 2 to 4 in. deep trench with a width equal to the diameter of the fiber
roll

- Drive stakes at the end of each fiber roll and spaced 4 ft maximum on center.

- Use wood stakes with a nominal classification of 0.75 by 0.75 in. and minimum length of
24 in.

m [fmore than one fiber roll is placed in a row, the rolls should be overlapped, not abutted.

Removal
m  Fiberrolls are typically left in place.
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Fiber Rolls SE-5

m [ffiber rolls are removed, collect and dispose of sediment accumulation, and fill and
compact holes, trenches, depressions or any other ground disturbance to blend with
adjacent ground.

Costs
Material costs for fiber rolls range from $20 - $30 per 25 ft roll.

Inspection and Maintenance

m Inspect BMPs prior to forecast rain, daily during extended rain events, after rain events,
weekly during the rainy season, and at two-week intervals during the non-rainy season.

m  Repair or replace split, torn, unraveling, or slumping fiber rolls.

m Ifthe fiber roll is used as a sediment capture device, or as an erosion control device to
maintain sheet flows, sediment that accumulates in the BMP must be periodically removed
in order to maintain BMP effectiveness. Sediment should be removed when sediment
accumulation reaches one-half the designated sediment storage depth, usually one-half the
distance between the top of the fiber roll and the adjacent ground surface. Sediment
removed during maintenance may be incorporated into earthwork on the site of disposed at
an appropriate location.

m [ffiber rolls are used for erosion control, such as in a mini check dam, sediment removal
should not be required as long as the system continues to control the grade. Sediment
control BMPs will likely be required in conjunction with this type of application.

References

Stormwater Quality Handbooks - Construction Site Best Management Practices (BMPs) Manual,
State of California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), November 2000.
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Fiber Rolls

SE-5
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Gravel Bag Berm

SE-6

Description and Purpose

A gravel bag berm is a series of gravel-filled bags placed on a
level contour to intercept sheet flows. Gravel bags pond sheet
flow runoff, allowing sediment to settle out, and release runoff
slowly as sheet flows, preventing erosion.

Suitable Applications
Gravel bag berms may be suitable:

m  As alinear sediment control measure:

Below the toe of slopes and erodible slopes

As sediment traps at culvert/pipe outlets

Below other small cleared areas

Along the perimeter of a site

Down slope of exposed soil areas

Around temporary stockpiles and spoil areas

Parallel to a roadway to keep sediment off paved areas

Along streams and channels

m  As linear erosion control measure:

Objectives

EC  Erosion Control

SE  Sediment Control

TR Tracking Control

WE  Wind Erosion Control

NS Non-Stormwater
Management Control

Waste Management and
Materials Pollution Control

X [

WM

Legend:
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Sediment 4]
Nutrients

Trash

Metals
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Potential Alternatives

SE-1 Silt Fence

SE-5 Fiber Roll

SE-8 Sandbag Barrier
SE-9 Straw Bale Barrier
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SE-6 Gravel Bag Berm

- Along the face and at grade breaks of exposed and erodible slopes to shorten slope length
and spread runoff as sheet flow

- At the top ofslopes to divert runoff away from disturbed slopes
- As check dams across mildly sloped construction roads

Limitations
m  Gravel berms may be difficult to remove.

m  Removal problems limit their usefulness in landscaped areas.
m  Gravel bag berm may not be appropriate for drainage areas greater than 5 acres.

m  Runoff will pond upstream of the filter, possibly causing flooding if sufficient space does not
exist.

m  Degraded gravel bags may rupture when removed, spilling contents.

m Installation can be labor intensive.

m  Berms may have limited durability for long-term projects.

m  When used to detain concentrated flows, maintenance requirements increase.

Implementation

General

A gravel bag berm consists of a row of open graded gravel—filled bags placed on a level contour.
When appropriately placed, a gravel bag berm intercepts and slows sheet flow runoff, causing
temporary ponding. The temporary ponding provides quiescent conditions allowing sediment
to settle. The open graded gravel in the bags is porous, which allows the ponded runoff to flow
slowly through the bags, releasing the runoff as sheet flows. Gravel bag berms also interrupt the
slope length and thereby reduce erosion by reducing the tendency of sheet flows to concentrate
into rivulets, which erode rills, and ultimately gullies, into disturbed, sloped soils. Gravel bag
berms are similar to sand bag barriers, but are more porous.

Design and Layout
m Locate gravel bag berms on level contours.

- Slopes between 20:1 and 2:1 (H:V): Gravel bags should be placed at a maximum interval
of 50 ft (a closer spacing is more effective), with the first row near the slope toe.

- Slopes 2:1 (H:V) or steeper: Gravel bags should be placed at a maximum interval of 25 ft
(a closer spacing is more effective), with the first row placed the slope toe.

m  Turn the ends of the gravel bag barriers up slope to prevent runoff from going around the
berm.

m  Allow sufficient space up slope from the gravel bag berm to allow ponding, and to provide
room for sediment storage.

2o0f4 California Stormwater BMP Handbook January 2003
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Gravel Bag Berm SE-6

m For installation near the toe of the slope, consider moving the gravel bag barriers away from
the slope toe to facilitate cleaning. To prevent flows behind the barrier, bags can be placed
perpendicular to a berm to serve as cross barriers.

m Drainage area should not exceed 5 acres.

m In Non-Traffic Areas:

- Height = 18 in. maximum
- Top width = 24 in. minimum for three or more layer construction
- Top width = 12 in. minimum for one or two layer construction
- Side slopes = 2:1 or flatter
m In Construction Traffic Areas:
- Height = 12 in. maximum
- Top width = 24 in. minimum for three or more layer construction.
- Top width = 12 in. minimum for one or two layer construction.
- Side slopes = 2:1 or flatter.

m  Butt ends of bags tightly

m  Onmultiple row, or multiple layer construction, overlapp butt joints of adjacent row and row
beneath.

m  Use a pyramid approach when stacking bags.

Materials

m  Bag Material: Bags should be woven polypropylene, polyethylene or polyamide fabric or
burlap, minimum unit weight of 4 ounces/yd?, Mullen burst strength exceeding 300 lb/in? in
conformance with the requirements in ASTM designation D3786, and ultraviolet stability
exceeding 70% in conformance with the requirements in ASTM designation D4355.

m  Bag Size: Eachgravel-filled bag should have a length of 18 in., width of 12 in., thickness of
3 in., and mass of approximately 33 Ibs. Bag dimensions are nominal, and may vary based
on locally available materials.

m  Fil Material: Fill material should be 0.5 to 1 in. Class 2 aggregate base, clean and free
from clay, organic matter, and other deleterious material, or other suitable open graded,
non-cohesive, porous gravel.

Costs

Gravel filter: Expensive, since off-site materials, hand construction, and demolition/removal
are usually required. Material costs for gravel bags are average of $2.50 per empty gravel bag.
Gravel costs range from $20-$35 per yda.
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SE-6 Gravel Bag Berm

Inspection and Maintenance

m Inspect BMPs prior to forecast rain, daily during extended rain events, after rain events,
weekly during the rainy season, and at two-week intervals during the non-rainy season.

m  Gravel bags exposed to sunlight will need to be replaced every two to three months due to
degrading of the bags.

m  Reshape or replace gravel bags as needed.

m  Repair washouts or other damage as needed.

m  Sediment that accumulates in the BMP must be periodically removed in order to maintain
BMP effectiveness. Sediment should be removed when the sediment accumulation reaches
one-third of the barrier height. Sediment removed during maintenance may be incorporated
into earthwork on the site or disposed at an appropriate location.

m  Remove gravel bag berms when no longer needed. Remove sediment accumulation and
clean, re-grade, and stabilize the area. Removed sediment should be incorporated in the
project or disposed of.

References

Handbook of Steel Drainage and Highway Construction, American Iron and Steel Institute,

1983.

Stormwater Quality Handbooks - Construction Site Best Management Practices (BMPs) Manual,
State of California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), November 2000.

Stormwater Pollution Plan Handbook, First Edition, State of California, Department of
Transportation Division of New Technology, Materials and Research, October 1992.
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Sandbag Barrier

SE-8

Description and Purpose

A sandbag barrier is a series of sand-filled bags placed on a
level contour to intercept sheet flows. Sandbag barriers pond
sheet flow runoff, allowing sediment to settle out.

Suitable Applications
Sandbag barriers may be suitable:

m  As alinear sediment control measure:
- Below the toe of slopes and erodible slopes
- As sediment traps at culvert/pipe outlets
- Below other small cleared areas
- Along the perimeter of a site
- Down slope of exposed soil areas
- Around temporary stockpiles and spoil areas
- Parallel to a roadway to keep sediment off paved areas
- Along streams and channels
m  As linear erosion control measure:

- Along the face and at grade breaks of exposed and erodible
slopes to shorten slope length and spread runoff as sheet
flow

Objectives

EC  Erosion Control

SE  Sediment Control

TR Tracking Control

WE  Wind Erosion Control

NS Non-Stormwater
Management Control

Waste Management and

WM paterials Pollution Cortrol

X [

Legend:
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Targeted Constituents

Sediment
Nutrients

Trash

Metals
Bacteria

Oil and Grease
Organics

]

Potential Alternatives

SE-1 Silt Fence

SE-5 Fiber Rolls

SE-6 Gravel Bag Berm
SE-9 Straw Bale Barrier
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SE-8 Sandbag Barrier

- At the top ofslopes to divert runoff away from disturbed slopes
- As check dams across mildly sloped construction roads

Limitations
m [t is necessary to limit the drainage area upstream of the barrier to 5 acres.

m  Degraded sandbags may rupture when removed, spilling sand.

m Installation can be labor intensive.

m  Barriers may have limited durability for long-term projects.

m  When used to detain concentrated flows, maintenance requirements increase.
m  Burlap should not be used for sandbags.

Implementation

General

A sandbag barrier consists of a row of sand-filled bags placed on a level contour. When
appropriately placed, a sandbag barrier intercepts and slows sheet flow runoff, causing
temporary ponding. The temporary ponding provides quiescent conditions allowing sediment
to settle. While the sand-filled bags are porous, the fine sand tends to quickly plug with
sediment, limiting the rate of flow through the barrier. Ifa porous barrier is desired, consider
SE-1, Silt Fence, SE-5, Fiber Rolls, SE-6, Gravel Bag Berms, or SE-9, Straw Bale Barriers.
Sandbag barriers also interrupt the slope length and thereby reduce erosion by reducing the
tendency of sheet flows to concentrate into rivulets which erode rills, and ultimately gullies, into
disturbed, sloped soils. Sandbag barriers are similar to ground bag berms, but less porous.

Design and Layout
m  Locate sandbag barriers on a level contour.

- Slopes between 20:1 and 2:1 (H:V): Sandbags should be placed at a maximum interval of
50 ft (a closer spacing is more effective), with the first row near the slope toe.

- Slopes 2:1 (H: V) or steeper: Sandbags should be placed at a maximum interval of 25 ft (a
closer spacing is more effective), with the first row placed near the slope toe.

m  Turn the ends of the sandbag barrier up slope to prevent runoff from going around the
barrier.

m  Allow sufficient space up slope from the barrier to allow ponding, and to provide room for
sediment storage.

m For installation near the toe of the slope, consider moving the barrier away from the slope
toe to facilitate cleaning. To prevent flow behind the barrier, sandbags can be placed
perpendicular to the barrier to serve as cross barriers.

m Drainage area should not exceed 5 acres.
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Sandbag Barrier SE-8

m Stack sandbags at least three bags high.

m  Butt ends of bags tightly.

m  Overlapp butt joints of row beneath with each successive row.

m  Use a pyramid approach when stacking bags.

m In non-traffic areas
- Height = 18 in. maximum
- Top width = 24 in. minimum for three or more layer construction
- Side slope = 2:1 or flatter

m In construction traffic areas
- Height = 12 in. maximum
- Top width = 24 in. minimum for three or more layer construction.
- Side slopes = 2:1 or flatter.

Materials

n  Sandbag Material: Sandbag should be woven polypropylene, polyethylene or polyamide
fabric, minimum unit weight of 4 ounces/yd? Mullen burst strength exceeding 300 Ib/in? in
conformance with the requirements in ASTM designation D3786, and ultraviolet stability
exceeding 70% in conformance with the requirements in ASTM designation D4355. Use of
burlap may not acceptable in some jurisdictions.

m  Sandbag Size: FEach sand-filled bag should have a length of 18 in., width of 12 in.,
thickness of 3 in., and mass of approximately 33 Ibs. Bag dimensions are nominal, and may
vary based on locally available materials.

m  Fil Material: All sandbag fill material should be non-cohesive, Class 1 or Class 2
permeable material free from clay and deleterious material.

Costs

Sandbag barriers are more costly, but typically have a longer useful life than other barriers.
Empty sandbags cost $0.25 - $0.75. Average cost of fill material is $8 per yd3. Pre-filled
sandbags are more expensive at $1.50 - $2.00 per bag.

Inspection and Maintenance

m Inspect BMPs prior to forecast rain, daily during extended rain events, after rain events,
weekly during the rainy season, and at two-week intervals during the non-rainy season.

m  Sandbags exposed to sunlight will need to be replaced every two to three months due to
degradation of the bags.

m  Reshape or replace sandbags as needed.

January 2003 California Stormwater BMP Handbook 30f 6
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SE-8 Sandbag Barrier

m  Repair washouts or other damage as needed.

m  Sediment that accumulates in the BMP must be periodically removed in order to maintain
BMP effectiveness. Sediment should be removed when the sediment accumulation reaches
one-third of the barrier height. Sediment removed during maintenance may be incorporated
into earthwork on the site or disposed at an appropriate location.

m  Remove sandbags when no longer needed. Remove sediment accumulation, and clean, re-
grade, and stabilize the area.

References

Stormwater Quality Handbooks - Construction Site Best Management Practices (BMPs) Manual,
State of California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), November 2000.
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SE-8

Sandbag Barrier
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Sandbag Barrier

SE-8
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Geotextiles and Mats

EC-7

Description and Purpose

Mattings of natural materials are used to cover the soil surface
to reduce erosion from rainfall impact, hold soil in place, and
absorb and hold moisture near the soil surface. Additionally,
matting may be used to stabilize soils until vegetation is
established.

Suitable Applications

Mattings are commonly applied on short, steep slopes where
erosion hazard is high and vegetation will be slow to establish.
Mattings are also used on stream banks where moving water at
velocities between 3 ft/s and 6 ft/s are likely to wash out new
vegetation, and in areas where the soil surface is disturbed and
where existing vegetation has been removed. Matting may also
be used when seeding cannot occur (e.g., late season
construction and/or the arrival of an early rain season).
Erosion control matting should be considered when the soils
are fine grained and potentially erosive. These measures
should be considered in the following situations.

m  Steep slopes, generally steeper than 3:1 (H:V)

m  Slopes where the erosion potential is high

m  Slopes and disturbed soils where mulch must be anchored
m Disturbed areas where plants are slow to develop

m  Channels with flows exceeding 3.3 ft/s

Objectives

EC Erosion Control 4|
SE  Sediment Control
TR Tracking Control

WE  Wind Erosion Control 3

NS Non-Stormwater
Management Control

WM Waste Management and

Materials Pollution Control

Legend:
4| Primary Objective
[ Secondary Objective

Targeted Constituents

Sediment 4]
Nutrients

Trash

Metals

Bacteria

Oil and Grease

Organics

Potential Alternatives

EC-3 Hydraulic Mulch
EC-4 Hydroseeding
EC-5 Soil Binders
EC-6 Straw Mulch
EC-8 Wood Mulching
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EC-7 Geotextiles and Mats

m  Channels to be vegetated
m  Stockpiles
m  Slopes adjacent to water bodies of Environmentally Sensitive Areas (ESAs)

Limitations

m  Properly installed mattings provide excellent erosion control but do so at relatively high cost.
This high cost typically limits the use of mattings to areas of concentrated channel flow and
steep slopes.

m  Mattings are more costly than other BMP practices, limiting their use to areas where other
BMPs are ineffective (e.g. channels, steep slopes).

m Installation is critical and requires experienced contractors. The contractor should install
the matting material in such a manner that continuous contact between the material and the
soil occurs.

m  Geotextiles and Mats may delay seed germination, due to reduction in soil temperature.

m  Blankets and mats are generally not suitable for excessively rocky sites or areas where the
final vegetation will be mowed (since staples and netting can catch in mowers).

m  Blankets and mats must be removed and disposed of prior to application of permanent soil
stabilization measures.

m Plastic sheeting is easily vandalized, easily torn, photodegradable, and must be disposed of
at a landfill.

m  Plastic results in 100% runoff, which may cause serious erosion problems in the areas
receiving the increased flow.

m  The use of plastic should be limited to covering stockpiles or very small graded areas for
short periods of time (such as through one imminent storm event) until alternative
measures, such as seeding and mulching, may be installed.

m  Geotextiles, mats, plastic covers, and erosion control covers have maximum flow rate
limitations; consult the manufacturer for proper selection.

m  Not suitable for areas that have heavy foot traffic (tripping hazard) — e.g., pad areas around
buildings under construction.

Implementation
Material Selection

Organic matting materials have been found to be effective where re-vegetation will be provided
by re-seeding. The choice of matting should be based on the size of area, side slopes, surface
conditions such as hardness, moisture, weed growth, and availability of materials.

2ofi1 California Stormwater BMP Handbook January 2003
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Geotextiles and Mats EC-7

The following natural and synthetic mattings are commonly used:

Geotextiles

Material should be a woven polypropylene fabric with minimum thickness of 0.06 in.,
minimum width of 12 ft and should have minimum tensile strength of 150 lbs (warp), 80 Ibs
(fill) in conformance with the requirements in ASTM Designation: D 4632. The permittivity
of the fabric should be approximately 0.07 sec™ in conformance with the requirements in
ASTM Designation: D4491. The fabric should have an ultraviolet (UV) stability of 70
percent in conformance with the requirements in ASTM designation: D4355. Geotextile
blankets must be secured in place with wire staples or sandbags and by keying into tops of
slopes to prevent infiltration of surface waters under geotextile. Staples should be made of
minimum 11 gauge steel wire and should be U-shaped with 8 in. legs and 2 in. crown.

Geotextiles may be reused if they are suitable for the use intended.

Plastic Covers

Plastic sheeting should have a minimum thickness of 6 mils, and must be keyed in at the top
of slope and firmly held in place with sandbags or other weights placed no more than 10 ft
apart. Seams are typically taped or weighted down their entire length, and there should be
at least a 12 in. to 24 in. overlap of all seams. Edges should be embedded a minimum of 6 in.
in soil.

All sheeting must be inspected periodically after installation and after significant rainstorms
to check for erosion, undermining, and anchorage failure. Any failures must be repaired
immediately. If washout or breakages occur, the material should be re-installed after
repairing the damage to the slope.

Erosion Control Blankets/Mats

Biodegradable rolled erosion control products (RECPs) are typically composed of jute fibers,
curled wood fibers, straw, coconut fiber, or a combination of these materials. In order for an
RECP to be considered 100% biodegradable, the netting, sewing or adhesive system that
holds the biodegradable mulch fibers together must also be biodegradable.

- Jute is a natural fiber that is made into a yarn that is loosely woven into a biodegradable
mesh. It is designed to be used in conjunction with vegetation and has longevity of
approximately one year. The material is supplied in rolled strips, which should be
secured to the soil with U-shaped staples or stakes in accordance with manufacturers’
recommendations.

- Excelsior (curled wood fiber) blanket material should consist of machine produced
mats of curled wood excelsior with 80 percent of the fiber 6 in. or longer. The excelsior
blanket should be of consistent thickness. The wood fiber must be evenly distributed
over the entire area of the blanket. The top surface of the blanket should be covered with
a photodegradable extruded plastic mesh. The blanket should be smolder resistant
without the use of chemical additives and should be non-toxic and non-injurious to plant
and animal life. Excelsior blankets should be furnished in rolled strips, a minimum of 48
in. wide, and should have an average weight of 0.8 1b/yd=, +10 percent, at the time of
manufacture. Excelsior blankets must be secured in place with wire staples. Staples
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should be made of minimum 11 gauge steel wire and should be U-shaped with 8 in. legs
and 2 in. crown.

Straw blanket should be machine produced mats of straw with a lightweight
biondegradable netting top layer. The straw should be attached to the netting with
biodegradable thread or ghue strips. The straw blanket should be of consistent thickness.
The straw should be evenly distributed over the entire area of the blanket. Straw blanket
should be furnished in rolled strips a minimum of 6.5 ft wide, a minimum of 80 ft long
and a minimum of 0.5 Ib/yd2. Straw blankets must be secured in place with wire staples.
Staples should be made of minimum 11 gauge steel wire and should be U-shaped with 8
in. legs and 2 in. crown.

Wood fiber blanket is composed of biodegradable fiber mulch with extruded plastic
netting held together with adhesives. The material is designed to enhance re-vegetation.
The material is furnished in rolled strips, which must be secured to the ground with U-
shaped staples or stakes in accordance with manufacturers’ recommendations.

Coconut fiber blanket should be a machine produced mat of 100 percent coconut
fiber with biodegradable netting on the top and bottom. The coconut fiber should be
attached to the netting with biodegradable thread or glue strips. The coconut fiber
blanket should be of consistent thickness. The coconut fiber should be evenly distributed
over the entire area of the blanket. Coconut fiber blanket should be furnished in rolled
strips with a minimum of 6.5 ft wide, a minimum of 80 ft. long and a minimum of 0.5
Ib/yd?. Cocomut fiber blankets must be secured in place with wire staples. Staples
should be made of minimum 11 gauge steel wire and should be U-shaped with 8 in. legs
and 2 in. crown.

Coconut fiber mesh is a thin permeable membrane made from coconut or corn fiber
that is spun into a yarn and woven into a biodegradable mat. It is designed to be used in
conjunction with vegetation and typically has longevity of several years. The material is
supplied in rolled strips, which must be secured to the soil with U-shaped staples or
stakes in accordance with manufacturers’ recommendations.

Straw coconut fiber blanket should be machine produced mats of 70 percent straw
and 30 percent coconut fiber with a biodegradable netting top layer and a biodegradable
bottom net. The straw and coconut fiber should be attached to the netting with
biondegradable thread or glue strips. The straw coconut fiber blanket should be of
consistent thickness. The straw and coconut fiber should be evenly distributed over the
entire area of the blanket. Straw coconut fiber blanket should be furnished in rolled
strips a minimum of 6.5 ft wide, a minimum of 8o ft long and a minimum of 0.5 1b/yd=.
Straw coconut fiber blankets must be secured in place with wire staples. Staples should
be made of minimum 11 gauge steel wire and should be U-shaped with 8 in. legs and 2 in.
CTOWTL.

m  Non-biodegradable RECPs are typically composed of polypropylene, polyethylene, nylon or
other synthetic fibers. In some cases, a combination of biodegradable and synthetic fibers is
used to construct the RECP. Netting used to hold these fibers together is typically non-
biodegradable as well.
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Plastic netting is a lightweight biaxially oriented netting designed for securing loose
mulches like straw or paper to soil surfaces to establish vegetation. The netting is
photodegradable. The netting is supplied in rolled strips, which must be secured with U-
shaped staples or stakes in accordance with manufacturers' recommendations.

Plastic mesh is an open weave geotextile that is composed of an extruded synthetic
fiber woven into a mesh with an opening size of less than V4 in. It is used with re-
vegetation or may be used to secure loose fiber such as straw to the ground. The material
is supplied in rolled strips, which must be secured to the soil with U-shaped staples or
stakes in accordance with manufacturers' recommendations.

Synthetic fiber with netting is a mat that is composed of durable synthetic fibers
treated to resist chemicals and ultraviolet light. The mat is a dense, three dimensional
mesh of synthetic (typically polyolefin) fibers stitched between two polypropylene nets.
The mats are designed to be re-vegetated and provide a permanent composite system of
soil, roots, and geomatrix. The material is furnished in rolled strips, which must be
secured with U-shaped staples or stakes in accordance with manufacturers’
recommendations.

Bonded synthetic fibers consist of a three dimensional geomatrix nylon (or other
synthetic) matting. Typically it has more than 9o percent open area, which facilitates
root growth. It's tough root reinforcing system anchors vegetation and protects against
hydraulic lift and shear forces created by high volume discharges. It can be installed
over prepared soil, followed by seeding into the mat. Once vegetated, it becomes an
invisible composite system of soil, roots, and geomatrix. The material is furnished in
rolled strips that must be secured with U-shaped staples or stakes in accordance with
manufacturers' recommendations.

Combination synthetic and biodegradable RECPs consist of biodegradable fibers,
such as wood fiber or coconut fiber, with a heavy polypropylene net stitched to the top
and a high strength continuous filament geomatrix or net stitched to the bottom. The
material is designed to enhance re-vegetation. The material is furnished in rolled strips,
which must be secured with U-shaped staples or stakes in accordance with
manufacturers' recommendations.

Site Preparation

m  Proper site preparation is essential to ensure complete contact of the blanket or matting with
the soil.

m  Grade and shape the area of installation.

m  Remove all rocks, clods, vegetation or other obstructions so that the installed blankets or
mats will have complete, direct contact with the soil.

m  Prepare seedbed by loosening 2 to 3 in. of topsoil

Seeding

Seed the area before blanket installation for erosion control and revegetation. Seeding after mat
installation is often specified for turf reinforcement application. When seeding prior to blanket
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installation, all check slots and other areas disturbed during installation must be re-seeded.
Where soil filling is specified, seed the matting and the entire disturbed area after installation
and prior to filling the mat with soil.

Fertilize and seed in accordance with seeding specifications or other types of landscaping plans.
When using jute matting on a seeded area, apply approximately half the seed before laying the
mat and the remainder after laying the mat. The protective matting can be laid over areas where
grass has been planted and the seedlings have emerged. Where vines or other ground covers are
to be planted, lay the protective matting first and then plant through matting according to
design of planting.

Check Slots

Check slots are made of glass fiber strips, excelsior matting strips or tight folded jute matting
blanket or strips for use on steep, highly erodible watercourses. The check slots are placed in
narrow trenches 6 to 12 in. deep across the channel and left flush with the soil surface. They are
to cover the full cross section of designed flow.

Laying and Securing Matting

m  Before laying the matting, all check slots should be installed and the friable seedbed made
free from clods, rocks, and roots. The surface should be compacted and finished according
to the requirements of the manufacturer's recommendations.

m  Mechanical or manual lay down equipment should be capable of handling full rolls of fabric
and laying the fabric smoothly without wrinkles or folds. The equipment should meet the
fabric manufacturer's recommendations or equivalent standards.

Anchoring

m U-shaped wire staples, metal geotextile stake pins, or triangular wooden stakes can be used
to anchor mats and blankets to the ground surface.

m  Wire staples should be made of minimum 11 gauge steel wire and should be U-shaped with 8
in. legs and 2 in. crown.

m  Metal stake pins should be 0.188 in. diameter steel with a 1.5 in. steel washer at the head of
the pin, and 8 in. in length.

m  Wire staples and metal stakes should be driven flush to the soil surface.

Installation on Slopes

Installation should be in accordance with the manufacturer's recommendations. In general,
these will be as follows:

m  Begin at the top of the slope and anchor the blanket in a 6 in. deep by 6 in. wide trench.
Backfill trench and tamp earth firmly.

m  Unroll blanket down slope in the direction of water flow.

m  Overlap the edges of adjacent parallel rolls 2 to 3 in. and staple every 3 ft.
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When blankets must be spliced, place blankets end over end (shingle style) with 6 in.
overlap. Staple through overlapped area, approximately 12 in. apart.

Lay blankets loosely and maintain direct contact with the soil. Do not stretch.

Staple blankets sufficiently to anchor blanket and maintain contact with the soil. Staples
should be placed down the center and staggered with the staples placed along the edges.
Steep slopes, 1:1 (H:V) to 2:1 (H:V), require a minimum of 2 staples/yd2. Moderate slopes,
2:1 (H:V) to 3:1 (H:V), require a minimum of 1 %2 staples /yd=.

Installation i Channels

Installation should be in accordance with the manufacturer's recommendations. In general,
these will be as follows:

m Diginitial anchor trench 12 in. deep and 6 in. wide across the channel at the lower end of the
project area.

m  Excavate intermittent check slots, 6 in. deep and 6 in. wide across the channel at 25 to 30 ft
intervals along the channels.

m Cut longitudinal channel anchor trenches 4 in. deep and 4 in. wide along each side of the
installation to bury edges of matting, whenever possible extend matting 2 to 3 in. above the
crest of the channel side slopes.

m  Beginning at the downstream end and in the center of the channel, place the initial end of
the first roll in the anchor trench and secure with fastening devices at 12 in. intervals. Note:
matting will initially be upside down in anchor trench.

m [nthe same manner, position adjacent rolls in anchor trench, overlapping the preceding roll
aminimum of 3 in.

m  Secure these initial ends of mats with anchors at 12 in. intervals, backfill and compact soil.

m  Unroll center strip of matting upstream. Stop at next check slot or terminal anchor trench.
Unroll adjacent mats upstream in similar fashion, maintaining a 3 in. overlap.

m  Fold and secure all rolls of matting snugly into all transverse check slots. Lay mat in the
bottom ofthe slot then fold back against itself. Anchor through both layers of mat at 12 in.
intervals, then backfill and compact soil. Continue rolling all mat widths upstream to the
next check slot or terminal anchor trench.

m  Alternate method for non-critical installations: Place two rows of anchors on 6 in. centers at
25 to 30 ft. intervals in lieu of excavated check slots.

m  Staple shingled lap spliced ends a minimum of 12 in. apart on 12 in. intervals.

m  Place edges of outside mats in previously excavated longitudinal slots; anchor using
prescribed staple pattern, backfill, and compact soil.

m  Anchor, fill, and compact upstream end of mat in a 12 in. by 6 in. terminal trench.
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m  Secure mat to ground surface using U-shaped wire staples, geotextile pins, or wooden stakes.
m  Seed and fill turf reinforcement matting with soil, if specified.

Soil Filling (if specified for turfremforcement)
m  Always consult the manufacturer's recommendations for installation.

m Do not drive tracked or heavy equipment over mat.

m  Avoid any traffic over matting if loose or wet soil conditions exist.
m  Use shovels, rakes, or brooms for fine grading and touch up.

m  Smooth out soil filling just exposing top netting of mat.

Temporary Soil Stabilization Removal

m  Temporary soil stabilization removed from the site of the work must be disposed of if
necessary.

Costs

Relatively high compared to other BMPs. Biodegradable materials: $0.50 - $0.57/yd>2.
Permanent materials: $3.00 - $4.50/yd2. Staples: $0.04 - $0.05/staple. Approximate costs for
installed materials are shown below:

Rolled Erosion Control Products COI£S;2:'lgire

Jute Mesh $6,500

Curled Wood Fiber $10,500

Straw $8,900

Biodegradable Wood Fiber $8,900
Coconut Fiber $13,000

Coconut Fiber Mesh $31,200

Straw Coconut Fiber $10,900

Plastic Netting $2,000

Plastic Mesh $3,200

Non-Biodegradable | Synthetie Fiber with Netting %$34,800
Bonded Synthetic Fibers $50,000

Combination with Biodegradable $32,000

Source: Caltrans Guidance for Soil Stabilization for Temporary Slopes, Nov. 1999

Inspection and Maintenance

m Inspect BMPs prior to forecast rain, daily during extended rain events, after rain events,
weekly during the rainy season, and at two-week intervals during the non-rainy season, and
at two-week intervals during the non-rainy season.

m Inspect BMPs subject to non-stormwater discharges daily while non-stormwater discharges
OCCUT.
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m  Areas where erosion is evident shall be repaired and BMPs reapplied as soon as possible.
Care should be exercised to minimize the damage to protected areas while making repairs, as
any area damaged will require reapplication of BMPs.

m [fwashout or breakage occurs, re-install the material after repairing the damage to the slope
or channel.

m  Make sure matting is uniformly in contact with the soil.
m  Checkthat all the lap joints are secure.

m  Checkthat staples are flush with the ground.

m  Checkthat disturbed areas are seeded.
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6" X B"
gnchor trench

Mats /blankets should
¥ be installed vertically
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downslope.

ISOMETRIC WIEW geotextile filter

= fabric under
TYPICAL SLOPE . /\//,\\///\\>ﬁ\ typical tregtment.
SOIL STABLIZATION o
NTS WET SLOPE LINING
NOTES: NTS

1. Slope surface shall be free of rocks, clods, sticks

and grass. Mats/blankets shall have good soil contact.

. Loy blankets loosely and stake or stople to maintain
direct contact with the seoil. Do not stretch.

1 -
Install per manufacturer s recommendaticons

2

3.

TYPICAL INSTALLATION DETAIL
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,l 2»

INITIAL CHANNEL ANCHOR TREMCH TERMINAL SLOPE AND CHAMNNEL
NTS ANCHOR TREMCH

NTS

Stake at 3" to
5" intervals

NN
Check slot at 25°—3Q° intervals

e ISCMETRIC WIEW
6{5{0‘& SN NTS

4!! X 4”
fonchor shoe

INTERMITTENT CHECK SLOT L ONGITUDINAL ANCHOR TRENCH
NTS NTS

MOTES:
1. Check slots to be constructed per manufacturers specifications.

2. Staking or stapling layout per manufacturers specifications.
3. Install per manufacturer’s recommendations

TYPICAL INSTALLATION DETAIL
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