Inter Canyon League
Minutes of the General Meeting

Tuesday, May 7, 2024 at 7:00 PM
Silverado Community Center and Live Streaming

I. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 7:02pm by President Sarkissian.

II. General Announcements

Scott Breeden shared a song about Silverado that Darlene Horrocks wrote in 1949 when she
was a student at the old elementary school where the community center is now. After
attending the “Canyon Rats” 50-year class reunion in 2004, Darlene gave Judy Myers a
copy of the song for the canyon archives.

I11. Friends of the Library: Spring Fling & Fund Raiser—Andrew Tonkovich

A fundraiser for Friends of the Library will take place June 2 from 5 to 7pm at the Sarkissian
residence: 28592 Markuson Road in Modjeska. Flyers are at the library. Geoff will
entertain, and there will be a pie and cake auction featuring favorites by local canyon
pastry chefs (four have committed so far—more are welcome).

Library branch manager Marisa Saam said that she will be transferring to Garden Grove, but
the local summer reading program has already lined up an illusionist and other
presentations. Andrew reported collecting 50 dollars last month from the Friends of the
Library donation box at the library.

IV. Country Fair 2024—Geoffrey Sarkissian
Geoff reported that headliner bands have been lined up for 2pm and later, so now one of the
goals is to round up “local yokel” talent for the mornings, with an emphasis on
entertainment for children and families. He is also hoping for a library presence again.
Mike Boeck knows an art teacher who could bring college students to help with activities for
children, but she would like $500 for art supplies. Julie Williams said that she could ask if
OC Raptors would be interested in a booth, but the fair environment might be too stressful
on their birds. Julie said she is already committed for three other booths.
Geoff and Gerin Klein are working on getting beer donated. He suggested that anyone with
ideas or interest in helping with this year’s fair contact himself, Francesca Duff, Andrew
Tonkovich, Gerin Klein, Chay Peterson, or Jane Bove, although Chay and Jane would like
to reduce their involvement this year.
V. Save our Cougars—Julie Williams
Julie said that not much is new. Construction continues on the freeway overpass for wildlife
in Los Angeles County that was inspired by the life and death of mountain lion P-22. Stay
tuned for more information about making lion-safe roads.
Mike added that a collared mountain lion was seen in Silverado recently.
VI. Canyon Watch & Safety Issues—Bic & Keith Edwards
There is more traffic now that the gate at the end of Silverado Canyon is open, so be careful.
Francesca recommended checking the dates on batteries and bandages in first-aid kits before
August or September when they will be more likely to be needed.



VIL. Bugs on the loose: GSOB and Other Invasive Pests—Mike Boeck

Mike reported that today the Orange County Fire Authority, the University of California
Cooperative Extension, and RPW Services received CalFire funding to treat over 100
trees attacked by gold spotted oak borers (GSOBs) in Silverado’s Big Oak Canyon. Mike
is still exploring for GSOB evidence elsewhere. The US Forest Service is spraying at the
Blue Jay campground, but has no money for Silverado.

Pam White reportedly made some ceramic GSOBs for possible display at the library.

VIII. COAD: Community Organizations Active in Disaster—Geoffrey Sarkissian

COAD is made up of about 25 local organizations active in emergencies, like the Fire Safe
Council and Red Cross. In response to a request from COAD for contact information and
abilities, Geoff said that there were two roles that he thought ICL could play in
emergencies: (1) Communications, using its Canyon Watch radio network, and (2)
Money, since ICL is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit that can accept tax-deductible donations, like
the United Way and other funds that it distributed after the Bond Fire.

Francesca said that she wouldn’t like our radios being co-opted by an agency like the Sheriff’s
department, but Bruce Newell said that ICL can just say “no.” Bruce concurred that the
best way to help in a disaster is to donate money, not goods, because money can be
quickly converted to whatever goods are needed at the time.

Geoff added that ICL is also never officially “activated” like a local CERT (Community
Emergency Response Team) organization.

IX. Director Reports

a. President—Geoffrey Sarkissian

No report.

b. Vice President—Celeste Veerkamp

No report (absent).

¢. Secretary—Scott Breeden

The minutes of the April meeting were approved 3-0.

d. Treasurer—Francesca Duff

Forty-five dollars in membership dues have been received so far this year. Last month, we
spent another $1,838 of the GSOB awareness grant for newspaper ads, and anticipate
spending more later on signage. Bills for library summer reading have been received, and
checks will be distributed after those programs are done.

The April financial report was approved 3-0.

X. New Business

None.

XI. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 7:56pm.

*** The next ICL. meeting will be held June 4, 2024 ***



