
Inter Canyon League
Minutes of the General Meeting

Tuesday, August 6, 2024 at 7:00 PM 
Silverado Community Center and Live Streaming

I. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 7:03pm by President Sarkissian.

II. General Announcements
Scott Breeden showed newspaper clippings from around 1950 about drilling for oil in the 

Silverado/Black Star Canyon area.  Tommy Beaulieu is pictured near an oil rig.
Bruce Newell announced that the “Fire and Ice” fire-readiness program will take place 

September 12 at the Library of the Canyons.  Chipper Day will be Saturday, September 
21, sponsored by the Orange County Fire Authority, Inter-Canyon League, and Firesafe 
Council.  The Fire Safe Council is also working on Fire Wise Community renewal.

Rich Pfeiffer invited anyone to come see a test of the fire equipment at his house on Saturday 
at 10:30am.  He asked if nearby fire hydrants needed testing.  Bruce said that in general, 
pumps fail before hydrants do, and the water district is rebuilding pumps.

Geoff reminded everyone that August 9 is the deadline for anyone planning to run for 
Silverado Modjeska Recreation and Park District Director to file candidate papers.

III. Santiago Hills Development Plans—Joel Robinson
Joel is leading an effort to stop The Irvine Company from building 1,180 houses on 400 acres 

near the intersection of Santiago Canyon Road and Jamboree Road.  Formerly known as 
“Santiago Hills II,” the proposed development is now being called “Orange Heights.”

Among the reasons cited by Joel for opposing this development are high fire danger, 
increased vehicle traffic, and threats to wild animals and their habitat.

Recalling the Canyon 2 Fire which burned this area in 2017, Joel said that it will happen 
again, and if more people are living there, the risk of ignition will increase, not decrease.

As for wildlife, Joel said that one example of something not anticipated in the project’s 2005 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) was a change in the status of local mountain lions, 
which are now being considered for designation as a threatened or endangered species.  In
particular, one lion known as M317, or “Newport,” uses the area’s wildlife corridor for 
hunting.  It could not simply go elsewhere because the nearby land is in a different lion’s 
territory, according to Joel.

Along with out-of-date wildlife information, Joel said that the existing EIR predates tribal 
requirements, and cultural sites need investigation.  So he is seeking public support for 
asking the City of Orange to require a new or supplemental EIR.  One way to do that is by
signing a petition that already contains 17,000 names.  To see that, and a short video, and 
other information, search for “No Orange Heights” on the Internet.

Regarding traffic impact on Santiago Canyon Road from a project like this, Rich Pfeiffer 
suggested that if the problem is people commuting from Orange to Lake Forest, spend 
whatever the road “improvements” would cost on making the toll road free instead.

IV. Orange County General Plan
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Geoff announced that OC Public Works will speak at the September 3 ICL meeting about the 
Orange County General Plan update now in progress.  Of particular interest to canyon 
residents could be what the updated General Plan states about land use and traffic policy 
in our area.  For example:  Should Santiago Canyon Road be widened?  Would that 
conflict with the road’s current status as a designated scenic corridor?

Francesca Duff added that it would be good for residents to help the new Public Works 
employees understand how we feel about things like roads and scenery.  She cited the case
of a planned Modjeska bridge replacement a few years ago that upset several residents.  
After meeting with residents, Public Works modified their bridge plans.

V. Canyon Watch & Safety Issues—Bic & Keith Edwards
Bic advised people to charge their GMRS radio batteries, and to let her know if they need new

batteries.  New batteries can be charged via USB.  Francesca said that they charge faster.
VI. Friends of the Library—Andrew Tonkovich

No report.
VII. Country Fair 2024—Jane Bove & Geoffrey Sarkissian

Geoff is working on entertainment and kids programs.  Scott will head up the traditional 
indoor boutique.  Jane said other things are “coming along”—volunteers are welcome.

VIII. Save our Cougars—Julie Williams
Julie will have a mountain lion information booth at the Country Fair, and Joel will be 

speaking about mountain lions at Tucker.  Julie asked people to write letters supporting 
passage of AB2552, the Poison-Free Wildlife Act.  Links can be found online.

IX. Bugs on the loose: GSOB and Other Invasive Pests—Mike Boeck
Francesca reported that Mike is getting about six anti-GSOB banners to put up.  The theme 

now will be “Don’t move firewood.”  Mike also found some brood trees.
It’s best to spray for GSOBs early, but later may be better than not at all.

X. Director Reports
a. President—Geoffrey Sarkissian
No report.
b. Vice President—Celeste Veerkamp
No report.
c. Secretary—Scott Breeden
The minutes of the July meeting were approved 4-0.
d. Treasurer—Francesca Duff
One big expense was for the library’s summer reading program.  The latest GSOB ad was 

about $500, and Francesca will see if another GSOB grant is available next year.
The July financial report was approved 4-0.

XI. New Business
None.

XII. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 8:05pm.

*** The next ICL meeting will be held September 3, 2024 ***
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