
Inter Canyon League
Minutes of the General Meeting

Tuesday, September 3, 2024 at 7:00 PM 
Silverado Community Center and Live Streaming

I. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 7:03pm by President Sarkissian.

II. General Announcements
Mary Schreiber promised “interactive” activities at the September 12 Fire and Ice community 

event at the library.  And on Saturday, September 21, residents can bring yard trimmings 
to Chipper Days at the Riviera across from the Silverado community center.  Cleaning up 
outside helps with Fire Wise Community certification, which can lower insurance costs.

Shane Brown said that The Irvine Company is planning on grading land near Jamboree and 
Chapman after September 15 for their planned Orange Heights development.  But 
opponents are urging company owner Donald Bren to hold off, and asking the California 
Attorney General to intervene, characterizing the project’s 2005 Environmental Impact 
Report as out of date.  See “No Orange Heights” at the Naturalist for You website.

III. Orange County General Plan:  OC Public Works Presentation
The county’s General Plan controls how land development proceeds, especially in the 

unincorporated areas.  OC Public Works (OCPW) representatives gave a brief overview of
the current General Plan Update project, which is expected to take a couple of years.

Project goals include complying with the latest state laws, and gathering public input about 
what would be desirable regarding land use and other issues over the next 20 years.  This 
information will then be summarized, analyzed, combined with other data like 
environmental impact reports, and presented to decision makers at public hearings.

In response to questions from the audience, OCPW said that widening Santiago Canyon Road 
is one issue that would be considered, along with access to the Cleveland National Forest 
(much in demand during the COVID-19 pandemic).  People should bring concerns like 
this to the county’s attention, but the current project phase is about gathering information, 
not making changes.  Road issues can also be addressed outside of the General Plan.

General Plans must be updated every ten years.  Currently, there is a separate project 
concerned with the county’s housing plan, which must be updated every eight years. 

IV. Modjeska Grade Road Update—Geoffrey Sarkissian
OCPW plans on replacing the current road treatment with something more permanent, to 

discourage speeding.  Geoff would be concerned if that includes deep gutters that would 
violate the Silverado-Modjeska Specific Plan.

Geoff was also impressed by a letter to OCPW from Jim Carter of Modjeska, which he said 
that he would share online.

V. Canyon Watch & Safety Issues—Bic & Keith Edwards
Someone reported that the Sheriff Department seemed uninterested in responding to a 

complaint about trash being dumped by the side of the road.  Joanne Hubble said that 
OCPW would clean up the spot.  Advice in this case was to encourage whoever witnessed 
the act to file a report.
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Francesca Duff encouraged people to look in their emergency supplies for expired pills, 
bandages, etc.

VI. Friends of the Library—Andrew Tonkovich
No report.

VII. Country Fair 2024—Jane Bove & Geoffrey Sarkissian
“It’s rolling,” said Jane.  Volunteer help will be needed for various tasks.  Jane will work on 

getting people to sell tickets at the admission booth.  Geoff has lined up a magician and 
marionettes for entertainment; Joanne recommending letting the Children’s Center know 
about that.  Bic volunteered to help with parking.

VIII. Save our Cougars—Julie Williams
Assembly bill AB2552, targeting anti-coagulant poisons that can harm mountain lions, is 

waiting for the Governor’s signature.  The “No Orange Heights” group gave a talk 
recently.  Contact Julie for more information, or see the OC Cougars website.

IX. Bugs on the loose: GSOB and Other Invasive Pests—Mike Boeck
Anti-GSOB banners have been installed in Santiago Canyon and Modjeska Canyon, with 

more on the way.
Mike toured GSOB treatment spots in the Ortega Highway area along with Cleveland 

National Forest District Ranger Darrell Vance and Representative Kim Young.  He said 
that area got special funding, but Silverado did not.  So the forest here could have a 
“permanent reservoir” of gold spotted oak borers (GSOBs) in untreated trees.

Limewashing is being tested for effectiveness against GSOBs, but results will not be available
for at least a year.

X. Director Reports
a. President—Geoffrey Sarkissian
No report.
b. Vice President—Celeste Veerkamp
No report.
c. Secretary—Scott Breeden
The minutes of the August meeting were approved 4-0.
d. Treasurer—Francesca Duff
Recent expenses included GSOB ads.  Francesca will re-apply for a grant to cover things like 

that and what Mike has been doing:  providing information and education, but not treating
infested trees.

Friends of the Library is expecting to pay for two more events soon, and the emergency fund 
should be able to fund three more batches of sandbags and wattles.

The August financial report was approved 4-0.
XI. New Business

None.
XII. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 8:06pm.

*** The next ICL meeting will be held October 1, 2024 ***
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