
Inter Canyon League
Minutes of the General Meeting

Tuesday, December 3, 2024 at 7:00 PM
Silverado Community Center and Live Streaming

I. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 7:02pm by President Sarkissian.

II. General Announcements
Scott Breeden shared a 1986 newspaper article from the History Committee archives about 

Carl and Grace Pember and their Silverado home, which Carl built himself years ago, and 
which still exists.

The Silverado-Modjeska Recreation and Park District (SMRPD) today swore in Tamara 
Beauchamp and Melissa Malpass to the two vacant Board of Directors positions.

The Firesafe Council reported that paperwork has been completed for certifying our area as a 
Firewise Community, which may keep fire insurance costs down.

Geoffrey Sarkissian said that this year’s Christmas in the Canyons event (December 14 at the 
Silverado Community Center) would include a drum circle led by Doug Scott, GSOB 
(gold spotted oak borer) literature and T shirts at the ICL booth, and recycling collection.  
The following weekend, Modjeska will put on an evening Christmas-decorated golf cart 
parade beginning at the Tucker Wildlife Preserve.

Geoff and Scott were nominated for re-election to the ICL Board of Directors.
III. Canyon Watch & Safety Issues—Bic & Keith Edwards

Francesca Duff reminded people to user their canyon numbers when communicating over 
GMRS radio.  She also recommended that chimneys be checked and cleaned as needed in 
order to prevent fires (that aren’t in the fireplace).

IV. Country Fair Update—Jane Bove
Paperwork associated with this year’s fair is not quite finished yet.

V. Friends of the Library—Andrew Tonkovich
Library Branch Manager Laura Balsingham said that the library sponsored a craft booth at 

Christmas in the Canyons where children could make pine cone birds (from pine cones 
collected from behind the library).  January will feature dragon dancers celebrating the 
Lunar New Year, and a hula hoop presentation in March.

VI. Modjeska Grade Road Improvements—James Carter
Jim said that OC Public Works is “working with us” to resolve residents’ concerns about a 

planned road improvement project.  Joanne Hubble has been very instrumental, but the 
county doesn’t seem to understand the importance of Modjeska Grade Road as an exit 
route in the event of an emergency.  Jim said there should be NO V-ditches, not just 
reduced ones, because the space is needed for traffic.  What if a horse or trailer blocks 
traffic by falling into a ditch?

Also related to safety, Rich Pfeiffer would like to know where additional fire hoses could be 
stored in the canyons in case of fire.  He would not want to put them where people do not 
know how to use them, but he would be willing to provide training.
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VII. Save our Cougars—Julie Williams
Bear and Alexa Bridges did a fantastic job at Christmas in the Canyons providing information 

about local lions and other wildlife.
Tucker will hold winter camp during Christmas week (two partial weeks) for children aged 6 

to 9; go to the Environmental Nature Center’s (ENC) website to register.  ENC might also 
have openings for other ages at their Newport Beach facility.

VIII. Bugs on the loose: GSOB and Other Invasive Pests—Mike Boeck, Francesca 
Duff

Mike is working on getting permission to look for GSOBs in the Cleveland National Forest 
where normal access is currently prohibited due to damage from the Airport Fire.  Some 
people are still entering the forest anyway, but District Ranger Darrell Vance says that he 
is understaffed.

Francesca said that Edison International awarded ICL another $10,000 grant for GSOB 
educational efforts.

IX. Director Reports
a. President—Geoffrey Sarkissian
US Forest Service Trabuco District Ranger Darrell Vance is scheduled to speak at January’s 

ICL meeting.
b. Vice President—Celeste Veerkamp
No report.
c. Secretary—Scott Breeden
The minutes of the November meeting were approved 4-0.
d. Treasurer—Francesca Duff
Proceeds from this year’s Silverado fair should overcome ICL’s deficit of about $3,000 so far 

this year.  Miscellaneous expenses included dinner for firefighters at Station 14 who were 
battling the Airport Fire, and some ICL ball caps.  A general liability insurance bill is 
expected to be due in January.

The November financial report was approved 4-0.
X. New Business

None.
XI. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 7:41pm.

*** The next ICL meeting will be held January 7, 2025 ***
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