
Inter Canyon League
Minutes of the General Meeting

Tuesday, January 7, 2025 at 7:00 PM
Silverado Community Center and Live Streaming

I. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 7:04pm by President Sarkissian.

II. General Announcements
With no other candidates nominated for the two open seats on the ICL Board of Directors, 

Geoffrey Sarkissian and Scott Breeden were elected by acclamation.
Scott shared a 1986 newspaper article from the History Committee archives about the Walker 

family selling Madame Modjeska’s old house to the county for use as a historical park.
Mary Schreiber reported that Steve Kerrigan finished the paperwork for a Fire Wise 

Community certificate for our area, which can lead to lower insurance rates from some 
companies.  She also urged residents to clear five feet around their houses; in fact, the 
latest building code disallows planting right next to the house.

III. Special Presentation—Darrell Vance, District Ranger, Cleveland National Forest
With maps and other visual aids, Darrell described the impact of the recent Airport Fire, and 

answered questions from the audience.  For further information, he recommended 
consulting two post-fire documents:  the State of California’s Watershed Emergency 
Response Teams (WERT) report, and the Federal government’s Burned Area Emergency 
Response  (BAER) report.

Airport Fire burn severity level was considered mostly “moderate,” with the two areas of most
concern now being the Trabuco and Hot Springs (Ortega Highway) river drainages.  The 
2018 Holy Fire helped somewhat by reducing the amount of available vegetation.  But the
chance of debris flows from the now bare hills after a typical rainstorm is estimated at 20 
to 40 per cent.  Modjeska Canyon is in more danger than Silverado.  The expected dry La 
Niña weather pattern should help. 

Chamise chaparral can recover after a fire like this in about five years, and oak woodland in 
about ten years, but this varies with the amount of rain.  The Forest Service will feel much
better after two or three good storms.

Part of the reason for closing forests after a fire is because firefighting with equipment like 
bulldozers damages the land.  Even if people stay off the burned part, nearby land needs to
“green up” before it can support recreation again.  People can contact the Forest Service 
for permits to enter specific locations in a closed area, but not to actual burned areas.

To report people entering the National Forest illegally, get license plate numbers.  Darrell’s 
email address is darrell.vance@usda.gov.  For concerns about land outside the forest, like 
flooding or debris flows downstream from the forest, contact the county or the Office of 
Emergency Services.

IV. Bugs on the loose: GSOB and Other Invasive Pests—Mike Boeck, Francesca 
Duff
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Mike is still monitoring GSOB locations, using a database of known infestations.  He would 
like everyone to learn how to recognize evidence of GSOBs.  Some grant money should 
be available for surveys, with spraying beginning after March 1.

V. Canyon Watch & Safety Issues—Bic & Keith Edwards
Block captains should check their emergency medical kits for expired supplies, and everyone 

should replace their radio batteries if they cannot hold a charge for more than half a day.
Canyon Watch is also looking for more volunteers to drive around or station themselves 

somewhere during Red Flag alerts to watch out for fires.
VI. Country Fair Update—Jane Bove

Francesca Duff reported that the Fair Committee headed by Jane donated $15,000 to ICL.  
The other big contributor to ICL net income from the fair was approximately $6,000 from 
beer and wine sales.

VII.Friends of the Library—Andrew Tonkovich
Andrew reported receiving a generous donation from a faithful library supporter.  He is also 

planning on a spring or summer fundraising event, and thinking about creating a sustainer 
mailer program.

VIII. Modjeska Grade Road Improvements—James Carter
No report.

IX. Save our Cougars—Julie Williams
Local lions look healthy, but avian flu is now affecting mammals  If a cat eats an infected 

bird, it can die in 24 hours.  Some cat food has also been affected.  Sherry Meddick asked 
that anyone finding a dead bird contact her about getting it inspected by Vector Control, 
but be very careful about picking up the bird.  She added that no agency in the county is 
currently studying the avian flu problem.

X. Director Reports
a. President—Geoffrey Sarkissian
No report.
b. Vice President—Celeste Veerkamp
No report.
c. Secretary—Scott Breeden
Recycling income for the last six months was $505.24.
The minutes of the December meeting were approved 4-0.
d. Treasurer—Francesca Duff
Paperwork for this month is not ready yet.

XI. New Business
Julie asked if a statement of reasons for closing the forest were available, and Darrell said that

he could put something together.
Geoff or Celeste will work on making the recording of tonight’s meeting available to the 

public.
XII.Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 8:11pm.

*** The next ICL meeting will be held February 4, 2025 ***
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