
Inter Canyon League
Minutes of the General Meeting

Tuesday, February 4, 2025 at 7:00 PM
Silverado Community Center and Live Streaming

I. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 7:03pm by President Sarkissian.

II. General Announcements
Pioneering Orange County farmer, rancher, and beekeeper Joseph Pleasants was the subject of

a short talk by Scott Breeden.  Pleasants sold Madame Modjeska the land for her country 
estate, and Pleasants Peak was named for him.

According to the Fire Safe Council, Aguinaga Green is open again for canyon residents to 
bring tree trimmings and brush.  Another Chipper Day is also being planned.

III. OAK TREES: GSOB Inspections and Treatment. Presentation by Chris Burke
Arborist Chris Burke of RPW Services talked about the threat to local oaks posed by the gold 

spotted oak borer (GSOB), and described methods being used to combat the insect.
Native to Arizona, GSOBs were first noticed in California when they killed several oaks in 

San Diego County.  They probably arrived unseen in firewood, which was also how they 
probably spread to Orange County and beyond.  It is recommended that any oak having 
more than 25 telltale small, D-shaped holes be removed, but other oaks can be treated to 
prevent GSOBs from killing them.

GSOB larvae damage oaks by tunneling under the bark.  Licensed professionals can apply a 
spray that kills GSOBs when they emerge as adults around April each year.  Any other 
oaks within 300 feet of an infestation can also be sprayed as a preventative measure.  Cost
is typically $55 to $65 for a tree having a trunk about 20 inches in diameter.  Neighbors 
can probably save money by having all their trees inspected or sprayed at the same time.  
Where spraying is not a good option, such as near water, other techniques like injecting 
chemicals into a tree’s trunk can be used.

Tree trimming companies should know how to chip infested wood to prevent GSOBs from 
spreading.  Wood can also be buried or kept under a tarp for several months, but there 
must be an airtight seal at the ground.

IV. Edison Grant Update—Francesca Duff
The Edison grant is for GSOB education and inspection only.  Mike Boeck reported that, 

unfortunately, millions of dollars in grant money that the Orange County Fire Authority 
(OCFA) has been directing to the GSOB fight is ending.  So OCFA will no longer pay for 
spraying.

V. Canyon Watch & Safety Issues—Bic & Keith Edwards
Keith thanked all the volunteers who patrolled and watched out for fire during the recent wind

event.  New radio repeater batteries will be needed soon, and new reflective signs and 
dome lights were also ordered.

VI. Country Fair Update—Jane Bove & Geoffrey Sarkissian
Jane will not be running the fair anymore, so other interested volunteer leaders will be needed.

Early-on managerial help is needed in areas like vendor contact, health department, 
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marketing, setup/takedown, and music.  Otherwise, there will be no fair.  Jane and Geoff 
will put together a bullet-point list for the community.

VII.Friends of the Library—Andrew Tonkovich
This year’s Lunar New Year event was termed the library’s largest event ever.  Upcoming 

programs will feature Black History Month, the Sheriff K-9 squad, knitting lessons, and 
3D building.  A chili and dessert fundraiser to pay for more events like these is planned for
May or June.

VIII. Modjeska Grade Road Improvements—James Carter
No report.

IX. Save our Cougars—Julie Williams
We lost another mountain lion on a local road January 21.  It was apparently an elderly 

female.
The Mountain Lion Foundation reported that new research suggests that mountain lions may 

be less solitary than originally thought.  Mike Boeck said that cameras are showing 
increased local lion sightings, possibly due to fire forcing the cats out of other locations.

X. Director Reports
a. President—Geoffrey Sarkissian
There was a memorial service for Dean Brown, who led the effort to get the county to clean 

up the Modjeska Reserve near his home at the end of Modjeska Canyon.
b. Vice President—Celeste Veerkamp
None.
c. Secretary—Scott Breeden
The minutes of the January meeting were approved 4-0.
d. Treasurer—Francesca Duff
The December 2024 financial report includes year-end status.  January income included a 

$1,000 donation for the History Committee.  The financial reports for December and 
January were approved 4-0.

XI. New Business
Celeste Veerkamp encouraged people to join ICL ($5 annual dues) if they appreciate what our 

organization does.
XII.Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 8:21pm.

*** The next ICL meeting will be held March 4, 2025 ***
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