
Inter Canyon League
Minutes of the General Meeting

Tuesday, April 1, 2025 at 7:00 PM  Live Streaming

I. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 7:07pm by President Sarkissian.

II. General Announcements
Ted Wright, President of the Silverado Modjeska Recreation and Park District (SMRPD) 

Board of Directors, described SMRPD’s current financial problem:  Why was January’s 
payment from the county so much smaller than usual, if the source was property taxes and
property values have not gone down?  The answer is that for at least the past five years, 
most of that money was not from property taxes, but from the Redevelopment Property 
Tax Trust Fund (RPTTF).  When California Redevelopment Agencies (RDAs) were 
abolished in 2012, the RPTTF disbursed Orange County’s RDA assets over time until 
there was nothing left by August of 2024.

The county told Ted that in September, SMRPD should receive “most, but probably not all” of
the former RPTTF amount from property taxes next year.  But with a loss of $95,000 this 
year, SMRPD may not be able to “keep the doors open,” according to Ted.  Insurance 
alone costs around $20,000 annually.

Francesca Duff suggested that perhaps ICL could help SMRPD stay afloat around Silverado 
Country Fair time.  Ted said that funding will depend on what happens in September.

III. Re: Forest Service Layoffs
Geoff Sarkissian shared a letter that he sent to Representative Young Kim expressing concern 

over threats to federal funding for firefighting and weather service, and adequate salaries 
for workers delivering those services.  John Ding, Rep. Kim’s representative, said that he 
would pass along those concerns.

IV. Canyon Watch & Safety Issues—Bic & Keith Edwards
Keith reported that Canyon Watch will wait a few more years to replace some batteries 

because they have a longer rating than originally thought.
Jenny Smith asked for clarification about the role of Canyon Watch.  Is it just about fire?  Bic 

said that it started out focused on fire, but now tries to let people know about other safety 
issues as well.  Francesca Duff mentioned downed power lines and flooding.  But, said 
Celeste Veerkamp, “We are not the police,” and Canyon Watch volunteers are told not to 
get involved in personal disputes.  If necessary, call the Sheriff for that.

V. Bugs on the loose: Update on GSOB efforts—Mike Boeck
Mike reported that CalFire is no longer surveying trees for gold spotted oak borer (GSOB) 

infestation, but he is doing that as a volunteer.  Shane Brown said that he is also available 
to help Mike, at no charge.

Francesca said that ICL’s current Edison grant includes a little money for surveying, but not as
much as before.

VI. Country Fair Update—Jane Bove & Geoffrey Sarkissian
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Geoff reported that Lisa Enochs agreed to take over working with vendors from Jane.  Geoff 
Sarkissian and Chay Peterson have several bands lined up.  ICL is still looking for 
someone to head up activities for children.

VII.Friends of the Library—Andrew Tonkovich
No report.

VIII. Save our Cougars—Julie Williams
A new local female lion with kittens was collared and given the ID F420.  But another lion 

was lost on Santiago County Road.
“Wildlife on the Edge,” a PBS show, recently featured the work of local mountain lion 

photographer Robert Martinez.
Susan Hardy reported that soil was placed on the Annenberg Wildlife Crossing in Los Angeles

County, a bridge for mountain lions and other animals over a 10-lane freeway.  Julie said 
that 5,000 native plants will also be used in the project.

IX. Director Reports
a. President—Geoffrey Sarkissian
Geoff noticed what appeared to be unpermitted grading taking place in Modjeska’s Harding 

Canyon, and will try to report it to the county.
b. Vice President—Celeste Veerkamp
None.
c. Secretary—Scott Breeden
The minutes of the March meeting were approved 4-0.
d. Treasurer—Francesca Duff
Very little happened this month.  Some grant money paid for advertising, and some money 

was spent on Canyon Watch signs.  Friends of the Library received some money from 
used book sales, and also received some invoices for the summer reading program.

The financial report for March was approved 4-0.
X. New Business

None.
XI. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 7:48pm.  Just like last month.  How long will this streak last?

*** The next ICL meeting will be held May 6, 2025 ***
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