Inter Canyon League
Minutes of the General Meeting
Tuesday, May 6, 2025 at 7:00 PM
Silverado Community Center and Live Streaming

I. Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 7:04pm by President Sarkissian.

II. General Announcements
Scott Breeden gave a brief presentation about Clara Mason Fox, a Silverado schoolteacher in
the 1890s who later studied art and made botanical illustrations of native plants. The
Moulton Museum in Laguna Hills will exhibit of some of her paintings through June.
A chipper day for collecting flammable yard waste is scheduled for Saturday, June 7. The
Fire Safe Council is organizing it, and ICL will pay for it.
I11. Re: Forest Service Layoffs
In response to his email to Representative Young Kim, Geoffrey Sarkissian received a reply
from John Ding, Rep. Kim’s aide. Geoff read the reply aloud, and John offered some
additional remarks. Some part-time firefighting positions have become full-time. Rep.
Kim shares the US Forest Service’s concern about hiring freezes, and supports making the
gold spotted oak borer (GSOB) a priority. Rep. Kim is willing to come speak to ICL.
Copies of Geoff’s and John’s correspondence are attached.

IV. Friends of the Library Fundraiser: SPRING FLING June 1—Andrew

Tonkovich
A chili dinner, baked goods auction, and live music by Connie Carter and Geoft Sarkissian
will be featured at the Sarkissian residence on Sunday, June 1, at 5:00pm in support of
Library of the Canyons programs. Robert Meyer, the artist responsible for the library’s
animal-theme decoration, will speak. Suggested donation is $25. RSVP to
atonkovi@uci.edu or (949) 235-8193.
V. Country Fair Update—Geoffrey Sarkissian
The main bands are signed up. Lisa Enochs is working on signing up vendors. We need a
saloon manager, and alcoholic beverage server certificates will need to be renewed.
VI. Canyon Watch & Safety Issues—Bic & Keith Edwards
All is basically quiet.
VII.Bugs on the loose: Update on GSOB efforts—Mike Boeck

Francesca said that Mike has done some more surveys. Spraying is about done for this year.
Around $4,000 is left in the Edison grant for ads to inform the public about the threat to
our oaks from the gold spotted oak borer.

VIIIL. Save our Cougars—Julie Williams

The Mountain Lion Foundation reported that proposed legislation to allow hazing mountain
lions in one California county was successfully defeated. Instead, alternative measures
like educating the public will be emphasized in order to minimize conflicts between
people and lions. Adding cougars to California’s endangered species list is still under
consideration.



Mountain lion information can be found at the Save OC Cougars Facebook page. Interesting
notes: Lions help control deer populations, and other animals also eat part of the animals
that lions kill. Healthy uncollared local lions appear to be doing well.

IX. Director Reports
a. President—Geoffrey Sarkissian
Some consultants to the county would like the meet residents to discuss road development in
unincorporated areas. This might be in July, August, or September.
b. Vice President—Celeste Veerkamp
Celeste enjoyed hearing tonight’s Clara Mason Fox poem.
c. Secretary—Scott Breeden
The minutes of the April meeting were approved 4-0.
d. Treasurer—Francesca Duff
Tax paperwork was filed this month. Expenses included about $1,700 for GSOB newspaper
ads and some tree survey work, and about $1,500 from the Friends of the Library fund for
the summer reading program. There was no change to the fire relief fund.
The financial report for April was approved 4-0.
X. New Business
None.

XI. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 7:42pm.

*** The next ICL meeting will be held June 3, 2025 ***




Attachment A: Mar 31, 2025 Email from Geoffrey Sarkissian to Representative
Young Kim and John Bing

Representative Young Kim and John Bing,

First, thanks to you, Young Kim, and John Bing for being so personally involved in our canyon
community!

[John, I'm hoping you can speak to this issue at tomorrow night's ICL meeting. Sorry, it's really
short notice.]

We think that the cutbacks in Forest Service staffing must impact the ability of FS to manage
the wildfire situation. Note that one of our canyon residents applied to be on FS fire crew and
was told that there is a hiring freeze.

This presents a different picture than the official assurance from the FS that fire safety
personnel are not affected by layoffs. Fighting fires is about staffing as well as equipment.

Important prevention work can be done to help reduce or prevent wildfires such as thinning
trees, cutting weeds away from roads, planting new trees, maintaining roads including fire
roads, satellite monitoring of forest conditions, etc. Cuts to NOAA will impact the ability of fire
personnel everywhere to do their job.

Further cutbacks can only make a bad situation worse. (The Forest Service has been running
on a skeleton budget for years.)

Please advocate and push for maintenance of adequate staffing of our National Forests. Our
safety is at stake.

Thanks for your help.
Geoffrey Sarkissian

President, Inter-Canyon League
714-269-6939



Attachment B: May 5, 2025 Email from John Ding to Geoffrey Sarkissian

Good morning Geoffrey,

Here is the response from our office. Please feel free to share this with Inter-Canyon League.
Also, please let us put together a meeting between the Inter-Canyon leadership and the
Congresswoman, and | will pick out some available dates.

Dear Canyon residents,

| am writing to provide a quick update on the recent legislative and oversight efforts
undertaken by Congresswoman Young Kim to support our national forests, wildland
firefighters, and rural communities.

The Congresswoman proudly voted in favor of the March 2025 Continuing Resolution (CR), a
vital measure that included the largest pay raise for junior enlisted servicemembers in over
four decades. Critically, the CR also established a permanent pay fix for federal wildland
firefighters who serve in our national forests, including those in the Cleveland National Forest.

Since the enactment of the CR, our office has engaged directly with the U.S. Forest Service.
The agency has expressed significant relief regarding this permanent funding, noting it will
help address long-standing staffing shortages. As a result, the Forest Service is shifting from
part-time to full-time hiring for firefighter positions, making these roles more stable and
competitive.

At the same time, in conversations with leadership in the Cleveland National Forest, the
agency has raised concerns about ongoing federal hiring freezes, particularly regarding the
status of six essential administrative and support staff positions. We share these concerns
and are actively working to find solutions.

Our office remains in close communication with the Forest Service and with staff from the
House Natural Resources Committee. We are exploring every avenue to ensure the
Congresswoman continues to support our forests and the communities that depend on them.

Additionally, we have received strong assurances from the Natural Resources Committee that
full staffing for the Forest Service remains a top priority for Chairman Westerman. To further
these efforts, the Congresswoman will be leading an appropriations request to direct the
Forest Service to prioritize addressing the growing threat of Goldspotted Oak Borers (GSOBSs)
in our forests.



Thank you for your continued partnership and commitment to the protection and stewardship
of our natural resources. Should you have any questions or need further information, please
do not hesitate to reach out.

Kechen Ding, John

Field Representative

Congresswoman Young Kim | CA 40

Email: John.Ding@mail.house.gov

Phone: 714-822-4089

180 N Riverview Dr, Suite 150, Anaheim, CA 92808



