
Inter Canyon League
Minutes of the General Meeting
Tuesday, July 1, 2025 at 7:00 PM

Silverado Community Center and Live Streaming

I. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 7:03pm by President Sarkissian.

II. General Announcements
The local history subject this month was the Canyon Grandmothers Club, founded in 1956 for

fellowship and supporting causes like children’s health.  Scott Breeden shared club 
scrapbook pages chronicling activities like attending annual meetings of the National 
Federation of Grandmothers Clubs of America, Inc.  The canyon group disbanded in 1990.

Ted Wright said that the problem with an unexpected drop in income for the Silverado 
Modjeska Recreation and Park District (SMRPD) has been “resolved,” but there is no 
money for anything extra this year.  Besides cost-cutting, SMRPD benefited from a gift of 
over $3,000 from the Fran Williams estate sale organized by Alice Phillips.  A similar 
portion of sale proceeds was donated to ICL.

Geoffrey Sarkissian added that in very hot weather, residents can contact SMRPD to turn a 
community center into a cooling center.  Children’s water play days at the parks have also 
been popular, but more adult help with supervision would be appreciated.

Mary Schreiber reported that the recent chipper day yielded 55 loads of green waste.  
Resident time spent cleaning up to prevent wildfires is valued at $25 per hour.  People can
continue to haul yard trimmings to Aguinaga Green, but calling ahead is recommended.  A
new state requirement to clear five feet around each house is anticipated.  And making the 
canyon Fire Safe Council a tax-deductible nonprofit is “being worked on.”

III. FIRE PATROL 4th of July week:  Your neighbors need you!
Keith Edwards stated that most positions for this “really simple, really important” work 

starting Thursday have been filled, with some Silverado people helping out in Modjeska.
IV. Recap:  Public Safety Meeting in Silverado June 25

Silverado resident Brian Blair organized a meeting focused largely on traffic problems on 
Silverado Canyon Road.  Representatives from the Forest Service, Sheriff, Highway 
Patrol, OC Public Works, and Supervisor Wagner’s office attended.  Geoff described the 
turnout as “huge,” but Brian felt that the agencies did not seem to consider the problem 
very big.  Some ideas expressed:  a Community Incident form, the community pay for 
more CHP patrol, and a Public Works/Forest Service speed study.  The recommended 
action seemed to be for everyone to call whenever they observe something wrong—
Highway Patrol if before the Maple Springs gate, or the Forest Service beyond that.

V. Canyon Watch & Safety Issues—Bic & Keith Edwards
The GMRS radio repeaters are reportedly working again.

VI. Recap:  Meeting with Young Kim, June 20
Geoff arranged for Representative Young Kim to meet representatives from canyon 

organizations about cutbacks to Forest Service funding including fighting the gold spotted
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oak borer (GSOB), selling off public land like the Cleveland National forest, and cuts to 
Medicaid.  When protesters began gathering before the meeting, she asked that it be 
changed to Zoom only.

Rep. Kim said that she voted in favor of GSOB funding, that selling public land was proposed
by the Senate and not in the House version of legislation that she voted for, and that all 
“deserving” people would still get Medicaid after 1.6 million people “illegally” receiving 
it are eliminated.

VII. Country Fair Update—Geoffrey Sarkissian
See Lisa Unger if interested in working at the saloon, and either obtain or renew your alcohol 

server certificate.  Volunteers to help with parking are also welcome, as are ideas for more 
self-service kid games like a beanbag toss.

VIII. Saddleback Meadows
This is the name of a proposed 181-house development on 222 acres near Cook’s Corner that 

surprised neighbors recently by being negotiated toward quick approval by the county 
without public notice.

Geoff reported that ICL joined others in writing to the Board of Supervisors urging denial of 
the project since its Environmental Impact Report (EIR) was written over 20 years ago 
and did not adequately address current concerns about fire safety, increased traffic, water 
infrastructure, and the impact of so many houses on a rural area.  But the Supervisors 
approved the project’s final tract map anyway.

Mike Boeck said that the EIR needs to be updated since he provided maps long ago showing 
that houses would be built on the site of an ancient landslide.

Francesca Duff added that the county Planning Commission must still approve a use permit 
for the project.  So, whenever the date for that is announced, many people will need to 
show up to weigh in with comments.

IX. Bugs on the loose:  Update on GSOB efforts—Mike Boeck
Cartoon GSOB T shirts will be available at the library for the summer reading program—kids 

who read for 20 days can get a free shirt.
X. Save our Cougars—Julie Williams

No report.
XI. Director Reports

a. President—Geoffrey Sarkissian
No report.
b. Vice President—Celeste Veerkamp
No report.
c. Secretary—Scott Breeden
Monthly recycling has raised $415.55 so far this year.
The minutes of the June meeting were approved 4-0.
d. Treasurer—Francesca Duff
Major expenses for ICL in June included chipper days and GSOB ads, but a donation of about

$4,000 from the Fran Williams estate sale resulted in a general fund profit of about $691.
Upcoming GSOB ads will emphasize “don’t move (infected) wood.”  Bills for Canyon Watch 

repeater repairs have not been received yet.
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Major income for Friends of the Library was about $3,700 from the chili fundraiser, which 
also incurred about $600 in expenses.  Since about $6,000 is usually raised annually, and 
over $5,000 has been raised so far this year, this fund is doing well.

The emergency relief fund still contains about $18,000, enough for probably three purchases 
of sandbags or wattles in case of flooding.

The financial report for June was approved 4-0.
XII. New Business

None.
XIII. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00pm.

*** The next ICL meeting will be held August 5, 2025 ***
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