
Inter Canyon League
Minutes of the General Meeting

Tuesday, November 4, 2025 at 7:00 PM
Silverado Community Center and Live Streaming

I. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 7:01pm by President Sarkissian.

II. General Announcements
Scott Breeden presented an article about coal mining in Silverado/Black Star Canyon in the 

late 1800s.  Tommy Beaulieu used to pick up pieces of coal on his property.  The town of 
Carbondale sprang up where the church is now, but it vanished when the coal ran out.

Steve Kerrigan reported that the Fire Safe Council is working on renewing the Fire Wise 
Community certificate for our area, which can lower insurance costs.  This requires 
evidence of community effort to reduce wildfire danger, which is why chipper day 
workers ask residents how many hours they spent clearing brush brought in.  Also, there 
will be no “Fire and Ice” community meeting this year.

III. Canyon Wildlife Initiative—Presentation by Elizabeth Ogden
 Canceled due to illness.

IV. Save our Cougars—Julie Williams
“Willow,” a PBS film about mountain lions, is available on Youtube.  Reports of local lions 

have come from Rancho Santa Margarita and the Tucker Wildlife Sanctuary.  And the 
Mountain Lion Federation has hired two new leaders, according to their website.

V. Country Fair Update—Geoffrey Sarkissian
After the fair, there was a party and debriefing session for the volunteers.  Fair income and 

expenses were similar to last year, with some price increases.  The admission booth took 
in around $10,000 to $12,000, and alcohol sales were about $4,000 to $5,000.  An 
estimated 300 children attended, which covered the cost of children’s programming like 
the puppet show, which was well received, and the bucket drum circle.  John Nelson 
volunteered to head up children’s programming next year.

Geoff, with help from Chay Peterson, chose the musical acts, which featured some variety this
year like a brass quintet and some fiddle music, along with the rock and country bands.  
Some volunteers were happy that the volume was not too loud.  Others said that it wasn’t 
loud enough.

The fair is ICL’s biggest annual fundraiser, which now pays for insurance plus the Chipper 
Days that cost around $3,000 each.  We need to raise around $11,000 to $12,000 each year
to break even.  Most Silverado volunteers are not involved in other ICL activities.

VI. Friends of the Library—Andrew Tonkovitch
Francesca Duff reported that some seeds were purchased for the seed bank program.  Julie 

Williams recommended contacting a person at Tucker who has native plant knowledge.
VII. Canyon Watch—Bic Tran & Keith Edwards

No report.
VIII. Bugs on the loose:  Update on GSOB efforts—Mike Boeck
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Francesca said that the grant for GSOB awareness publicity has now terminated.
IX. Director Reports

a. President—Geoffrey Sarkissian
No report.
b. Vice President—Celeste Veerkamp
No report.
c. Secretary—Scott Breeden
At next month’s ICL meeting, nominations will be accepted for two seats on the Board of 

Directors currently held by Francesca and Celeste Veerkamp.  Voting members will 
choose directors at the January meeting.

The minutes of the October meeting were approved 4-0.
d. Treasurer—Francesca Duff
Income from the fair included about $2,000 from sponsors and vendors.  Total income so far 

this year for the general fund is about $64,000, which includes $25,000 from the estate of 
Fran Williams.  (The Williams estate also donated another $75,000 specifically for Friends
of the Library, Canyon Watch, and Emergency Relief.)

Francesca reminded people to check the condition of emergency supplies like batteries.
The financial report for October was approved 4-0.

X. New Business
None.

XI. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 7:40pm.

*** The next ICL meeting will be held December 2, 2025 ***
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