
Inter Canyon League
Minutes of the General Meeting

Tuesday, January 6, 2025 at 7:00 PM
Silverado Community Center and Live Streaming

I. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 7:03pm by President Sarkissian.

II. General Announcements
Historic Silverado water pipelines were the topic of this month’s presentation by Scott 

Breeden, which included photos of old concrete pipe remnants still visible from the road, 
and Anthony Mack’s computer-generated picture of what the old pipeline over Ladd 
Canyon Road might have looked like.

Mary Schreiber reported that final verbiage of the new regulation on combustible material 
within five feet of houses is still being worked on.  The Fire Safe Council is also 
considering Christmas tree pickups.

III. ICL Board Election
Celeste Veerkamp and Francesca Duff were elected by acclamation to serve additional terms 

on the ICL Board of Directors.
IV. ICL 2026:  The Roadmap

One of Geoff Sarkissian’s goals this year is to give someone other than himself the honor of 
being in overall charge of the Silverado Country Fair.  Katie Kirkland’s offer to volunteer 
was “music to my ears.”  A meeting with her and other volunteers will be held this 
weekend to work out details and prepare an update for next month.

Mary mentioned that one of the items needing clarification about “Zone 0” (within five feet of
a house) is whether that includes potted plants.

Francesca Duff would like to encourage more people to participate in ICL-sponsored 
activities like fire watch, chipper days, the annual fair, Friends of the Library, and History 
Committee.  Membership dues ($5 a year) also help.

V. Friends of the Library—Andrew Tonkovitch
Andrew is organizing a Friends of the Library Advisory Board to help with programming and 

encourage more adult participation.  Friends of the Library is paying for seeds at the seed 
library, and the January 17 lunar new year lion dancers.

The next big event will be a presentation by longtime Modjeska resident Leo Hetzel “in words
and pictures” about his life and career as a photographer covering events around the world
—Saturday, March 7, 2:00pm at the library.  Branch Manager Laura Blasingham thanked 
Leo and noted one advantage of the location:  “lots of parking.”

VI. Canyon Watch—Bic Tran & Keith Edwards
Bic reported that things have been quiet, but people should charge their radio batteries, and 

contact Canyon Watch if they need new batteries or radios.
VII. Bugs on the loose:  Update on GSOB efforts—Mike Boeck
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A “heritage oak” near Silverado’s Fire Station 14 was lost to gold spotted oak borers because 
the owner was not aware of the damage that GSOBs can inflict on our trees.  Farther up 
the road, removing one or more infected oaks will cost $10,000 to $15,000.

When removing GSOB-infested oaks can cost thousands of dollars, it’s more cost-effective to 
have trees inspected regularly, and treated if necessary.  Contact Mike through ICL to ask 
about inspections.  If trees can be saved by spraying, one way to save money is to have 
several trees in the same neighborhood sprayed at the same time.

 If the report of GSOBs in Cabinland is true, it means that the bugs are spreading.  “We’re in 
charge” of how fast they spread, said Mike.

VIII. Save our Cougars—Julie Williams
The decision about whether to add Southern California mountain lions as “threatened” on the 

state endangered species list will be made in February.
A new cougar near the wildlife passage being finished over a Los Angeles freeway was 

collared, so its movement can be monitored.
Unfortunately, a mountain lion in Colorado killed a woman recently.

IX. Director Reports
a. President—Geoffrey Sarkissian
No report.
b. Vice President—Celeste Veerkamp
No report.
c. Secretary—Scott Breeden
Monthly recycling in Silverado netted ICL $575.66 over the past six months.
The minutes of the December meeting were approved 4-0.
d. Treasurer—Francesca Duff
Year-end income for the General Fund was $35,000, of which $25,000 was donated by the 

estate of Fran Williams.  Someone else also donated $2,000 to Friends of the Library.
ICL spent the last of its Edison grant for GSOB awareness, but received a new $5,000 grant 

for education about “Zone 0” clearance around houses to reduce fire hazards.
The financial report for December was approved 4-0.

X. New Business
None.

XI. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 7:58pm.

*** The next ICL meeting will be held February 10, 2026 ***
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