Inter Canyon League
Minutes of the General Meeting
Tuesday, June 2, 2025 at 7:00 PM
Silverado Community Center and Live Streaming

I. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 7:03pm by President Sarkissian.
II. General Announcements

Scott Breeden related the story of the Trabuco Canyon tin mine financed largely by Borden
Milk for making tin cans. Its mill operated for exactly one month in 1903, then shut down
forever due to poor quality ore.

Francesca Duff noted that four positions on the Silverado Modjeska Recreation and Park
District (SMRPD) Board of Directors will be open this fall, when the terms of current
directors Ted Wright, Laurie Martz, JJ Galvez, and Michael Veerkamp will end. Ted and
Laurie, at least, are not planning on running again. If there aren’t enough candidates to fill
all four seats, the county Board of Supervisors will decide who to appoint. The deadline
for filing candidate papers is August 7, at the Registrar of Voters office.

Mary Schreiber reminded everyone about Chipper Days on Saturday, June 6, 9:00am to
2:45pm at the Riviera, across from the Silverado Community Center. Cut vegetation and
old tires will be accepted. Details about new regulations limiting vegetation within five
feet of houses have not been finalized, but when that happens, ICL can use grant money to
help get the word out.

Jeft Solsby from the Irvine Ranch Water District announced that the new Fleming water tank
at the mouth of Silverado Canyon is undergoing testing and, along with landscaping, will
probably be officially operational in November. Around that same time, work may have
started on replacing the pipeline than runs under Modjeska Canyon Road.

I11. Saddleback Meadows Project

Last month, ICL submitted a letter to the county Board of Supervisors opposing the proposed
181-unit Saddleback Meadows housing development near Cook’s Corner, characterizing it
as inappropriate for a buffer zone between urban Orange County and the Cleveland
National Forest. The Supervisors approved the project anyway, leading to the Santiago
Canyons Conservancy (SCC) filing a lawsuit to rescind approval.

Following brief discussion including Francesca’s comment that “housing tract fires linger,”
ICL directors voted 3-0 (Scott abstaining) to contribute $2,000 to SCC’s legal costs.

IV. Country Fair Update —Geoffrey Sarkissian

Orange County Public Works (OCPW) would like to use the Riviera when it replaces the
nearby bridge, a project which may take three years to complete. But Saint Michael’s
Abbey, which owns the land, currently lets SMRPD use the Riviera for parking. How
would OCPW impact parking for the Silverado Country Fair? The answer is currently
unknown.

V. Canyon Watch & Safety Issues—Bic & Keith Edwards



AT&T has notified some canyon residents that traditional copper land lines will no longer be
supported starting next year. Home phone service will still be offered, but the “upgraded”
phones will use Wi-Fi or cellular networks and require a separate power source.

There was a general discussion about speeding cars on Silverado Canyon Road, a big problem
now. One car recently crashed into a resident’s rock wall. The Highway Patrol does not
seem interested in coming out. Reportedly, even calling 911 seemed to have no effect
until the caller mentioned something about getting a gun. Another person tried reaching
out to Supervisor Wagner’s office. What to do?

One suggestion: convex mirrors (“only big ones”) at intersections. Another: volunteers
organize a car “escort” service. Also, ICL contact officials, or see if public safety grants
are available. Or, someone organize a petition drive or letter-writing campaign.

VL. Friends of the Library—Andrew Tonkovitch

Geoff Sarkissian reminded everyone about the Friends of the Library chili fundraiser at his

house Sunday, June 7 at 5:00pm.

VII. Bugs on the Loose: Update on GSOB efforts—Mike Boeck
No report.

VIIL. Save our Cougars—Julie Williams

June is National Cougar Month.

The Cougar Conservancy was founded by Korinna Domingo, who gave a presentation about
mountain lions to the ICL a few years ago. Korinna has since moved on, but that
organization still exists: see cougarconservancy.org.

Meanwhile, there is another cougar advocacy organization, not based in California, called The
Cougar Fund: see cougarfund.org.

The ENC has openings at the Tucker Wildlife Preserve for children’s summer camp: weekly
themes, not necessarily cougar-related.

IX. Director Reports

a. President—Geoffrey Sarkissian

No report.

b. Vice President—Celeste Veerkamp

No report.

¢. Secretary—Scott Breeden

Reminder: The latest issue of the Foothills Sentry is now available (exclusively!) at
foothillssentry.com.

The minutes of the May meeting were approved 4-0.

d. Treasurer—Francesca Duff

Activity for May was mainly library-related: Friends of the Library donated about $450 for
children’s programs, and spent $300 on preparations for the chili fundraiser.

The financial report for May was approved 4-0.

X. New Business

None.

XI. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 8:12pm.

*** The next ICL meeting will be held July 7, 2026 ***






